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— READING TRANSCULTURAL CITIES —

axes, to neo/colonial routes or international displacements, often
migratory or diasporic, sometimes sheerly exploitative. The individual
experiences behind these displacements are, of course, greatly varied.
The essays which follow take equally diverse perspectives on the
urban, while sharing thematic and critical ground, not least because
of the interweavings offered by the texts themselves. Although most
of the writings discussed are very recent, and their settings fall fully
within the Information Age, there is a remarkable persistence of
the physical human body (racialised, gendered, desiring, too often
violated), linked to the pervasive themes of social class and urban
mobility or confinement. Many of the protagonists, as several authors
point out, seem particularly apt examples of Liz Bondi’s embodied
identities or Elizabeth Grosz’s citified embodiments. The materiality and
the symbolic power of dwelling-places appears in forms that range
from the iconic high-rise to the basement from which a Nuyorican
girl catalogues the legs of passers-by, or, more extremely, the industrial
refrigerator that becomes a makeshift home in the outskirts of Havana.
Other repeated motifs in the volume are the communal power of
private or semipublic meeting spaces, the gendered normativity of the
streets and the constant challenges to urban restrictions. Most texts
find some urban redemption in transgressions, practiced or utopian,
and present cities as ambiguous places of belonging and exclusion, of
desire, and sometimes of escape, of empowering memory, solidarity
and enabling transcultural encounters. The essays offer a world of
shifting and contrasting urban experiences in dialogical contiguity.
Rashmi Varma’s opening chapter, ““Zone of Occult Instability’:
Theorising the Postcolonial City”, reconceptualises the postcolonial
city,reminding us of the erasure practised by excessively homogenizing
theories of the global city and of modernity. Starting from Frantz
Fanon’s writing on the colonial town, the segregated urban formation
he termed “the Manichean city”,Varma reviews the historical creation
of the postcolonial urban, from the old colonized cities (“prototypes of
the late twentieth-century Third World city”) to current postcolonial
urban subjectivities, with theirattempts to imagine a‘“socially just space








